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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

The following listing of claims replaces all previously-filed claim listings. 
1.-14. (Canceled) 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A method of providing direct blood flow between a 
heart chamber and a coronary vessel, the method comprising the steps of: 

inserting an instrument through an anterior wall of the coronary vessel; 

further inserting the instrument through a posterior wall of the coronary vessel 
and a heart wall between the heart chamber and the coronary vessel to form a 
passageway in the heart wall; and 

i ns e rting a nonr i gid radially expanding an implant within the passageway. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 15, wherein the implant 
includes a stent. 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[17]] 15, wherein expanding 
the implant includes expanding the implant from a collapsed configuration. 

19. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 15, wherein the passageway 
in the heart wall is formed via one of lasing, drilling, and boring. 
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20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 15, wherein inserting the 
instrument includes inserting an incising instrument. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15, wherein i ns e rt i ng 
expanding the implant includes ins e rt i ng expanding an implant carrying a substance for 
delivery to the heart wall. 

22. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21 , wherein the substance is 
chosen from angiogenesis factors and nucleic acid instructions for angiogensis factors. 

23. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21, wherein the substance is 
for at least one of generating, stimulating, and enhancing blood vessel formation. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 5, wh e r e in further comprising 
inserting the implant in the passageway i nc l ud e s ins e rt i ng th e imp l ant via a catheter. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, further comprising 
advancing the catheter to the passageway via the heart chamber. 

26. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15, further comprising removing 
the instrument from the heart wall prior to i ns e rt i ng expanding the implant in the 
passageway . 
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27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 15, further comprising 
advancing the implant past the posterior wall of the coronary vessel and into the 
passageway. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27, further comprising 
advancing the implant past the anterior wall of the coronary vessel. 

29. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method of claim 15, providing dir e ct blood 
flow b e tw ee n a h e art chamb e r and a coronary v e ss el , th e m e thod compr i sing th e st e ps 

Off 

i ns e rt i ng an i nstrum e nt through an ant e r i or wa ll of th e coronary v e ss el ; 

furth e r i ns e rt i ng th e i nstrum e nt through a post e rior wa ll of th e coronary v e ss el 
and a h e art wa ll b e tw ee n th e h e art chamb e r and th e coronary v e ss e l to form a 
passageway in th e h e art wa l l; and 

i ns e rting an i mp l ant with i n th e passag e way, 

wherein the implant does not extend substantially along an axial direction of the 
vessel. 

30. -42. (Canceled) 
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